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1 sandy: sabbiosa
2 the road winding:
la strada che si

snoda

3 carious teeth:
denti cariati

4 But red sullen
faces sneerand
snarl: Rosse facce
imbronciate
ghignanoe
ringhiano

5 mudcracked:
fatte di fango
screpolato

6 spring: fonte,
sorgente

7 cicada: cicala

8 hermit-thrush:
tordo eremita
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What the Thunder Said Y

T.S. Eliot
5 noel

iy L] I

1. What is ‘thunder’ usually associated with?
Choose the correct option.

¢ God
b water /rain d other (specify)
2. Consider the title of this section: ‘What the Thunder

Said’. Which tone do you expect to find in the passage?
Choose the correct option.

a fear

a hammering ¢ prophetic

b martial d lyric
The excerpt you are going to read is taken from ‘What the Thunder Said’, the last part an
the ideal conclusion of Eliot’s The Waste Land.

Here is no water but only rock
Rock and no water and the sandy* road
The road winding? above among the mountains
Which are mountains of rock without water
5 If there were water we should stop and drink
Amongst the rock one cannot stop or think
Sweat is dry and feet are in the sand
If there were only water amongst the rock
' Dead mountain mouth of carious teeth? that cannot spit

10 Here one can neither stand nor lie nor sit
There is not even silence in the mountains
But dry sterile thunder without rain
There is not even solitude in the mountains
But red sullen faces sneer and snarl*

15 From doors of mudcracked® houses
If there were water
And norock
If there were rock
And also water

20 And water
A spring®
A pool among the rock
If there were the sound of water only
Not the cicada’

25 And dry grass singing
But sound of water over a rock
Where the hermit-thrush® sings in the pine trees
Drip drop drip drop drop drop drop '
But there is no water




Thomas Stearns Eliot - The Waste Land | (‘

fos]
30 What is that sound high in the air
Murmur of maternal lamentation
Who are those hooded hordes swarming®
Over endless plains, stumbling® in cracked earth
Ringed by the flat horizon only
35 What is the city over the mountains
Cracks and reforms and bursts in the violet air

roded hordes Falling towers
yarming: .
de sciamanti Jerusalem Athens Alexandria

cappucciate Vienna London
umbling:
ciampando 40 Unreal 1

[y pe e i
NP REPT DN o . & |

3. Choose the correct word. Ll
1 The passage is set in a desert / forest. i|
2 The speaking voice is constantly asking for rain / food. (
3 |nthe land described by the poet there is no water / life.
4 The poet mentions cities that are rising / falling apart.

ARIATVEE

4. Readuptoline 29 and underline all the references to water. What effect does the repetition of this '
word create in the reader? Choose the correct option.

|
|
a It creates a sense of obsession. l i
b It suggests that rain is coming. '
¢ It makes the poem sound repetitive.
5. Find in lines 1-29 a reference to the fact that in the Waste Land of the modern world:

1 there is no possibility of thinking:

2 there is no comfortable position:

3 it is not possible to find silence or peace:
6. Focusonline9.
1 Find an example of personification:

2 Find an example of a metaphor:
3 What effect does this metaphor create? Explain in your own words.
7. What figure of speech is contained in line 28? Choose the correct option.

a oxymoron
b onomatopoeia
c litotes
8. Focus on lines 30-40.

1 What does the speaking voice hear?

2 Who does the speaking voice see?

3 What is happening to the cities mentioned by the poet?
9. The cities mentioned by Eliot in the last lines of this passage are all symbolical. Match them with

their symbolical meaning.

1 Jerusalem a The prototype of the modern city.

2 Athens b The capital of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
3 Alexandria ¢ The city where Western culture was born.

4 Vienna d The capital of Hellenistic culture.

5 London e The holy city of Christianity.
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™ The crisis of certainties

‘ ; James Joyce C (\\g Ve, Cfﬂ))
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WARM-UP WORDS IN CONTEXT
DISCUSS. How # TURN the adjectives below
| would you react . into nouns.

if your boyfriend or
girlfriend one day
came up with the
following proposal?

happy ° wise ° kind ° excited °
melancholic e fervent

Honey, let’s leave the
country tomorrow. I've got
two tickets to New York.
Just you and 1. Our lives
will be better there.

This short story describes the life of a nineteen-year-old girl who has the opportunity to change
her routine life but is unable to leave her familiar community in Dublin.

She sat at the window watching the evening invade the avenue. Her head was leaned'
against the window curtains,
tired.

Few people passed. The man out of the last house passed on his way home; she heard his

s footsteps clacking along the concrete pavement* and afterwards crunching on the cinder

path’ before the new red houses. One time there used to be a field there in which they used
to play every evening with other people’s children. Then a man from Belfast bought the
field and built houses in it — not like their little brown houses, but bright brick houses with
shining roofs. The children of the avenue used to play together in that field — the Devines,

and in her nostrils? was the odour of dusty cretonne®. She was

10 the Waters, the Dunns, little Keogh the cripple’, she and her brothers and sisters. Ernest,

however, never played: he was too grown up. Her father used often to hunt them in out

of the field” with his blackthorn stick®; but usually little Keogh used to keep nix” and call

out when he saw her father coming. Still they seemed to have been rather happy then. Her

father was not so bad then; and besides, her mother was alive. That was a long time ago;
15 she and her brothers and sisters were all grown up; her mother was dead. Tizzie Dunn was | 1..ea. Appoggiata.

dead, too, and the Waters had gone back to England. Everything changes. Now she was 2 nostrils. Narici.

. like th h 1 her b 3 dusty cretonne. Cretonne (robusto
going to go away like the others, to leave her home. teouico di tela) polveraso.
Home! She looked round the room, reviewing all its familiar objects which she had 4 elackingx pvesent. Risuonare sul
marciapiede di cemento.

dusted once a week for so many years, wondering where on earth all the dust came from. s cmndﬁng .. path. Cigolare sul sentiers

20 Perhaps she would never see again those familiar objects from which she had never o e _
the cripple. Lo storpio.

dreamed of being divided. And yet during all those years she had never found out the name 7 tohunt.... field. Li cacciava via dal

of the priest whose yellowing photograph hung on the wall above the broken harmonium' [t o stick. Bastone di pruno.

beside the coloured print of the promises made to Blessed Margaret Mary Alacoque’’. He 9 used... nix. Faceva da palo.

: iy 10 broken harmonium, Armoni :

had been a school friend of her father. Whenever he showed the photograph to a visitor her e —, B:;f:;'z;;g:t

25 father used to pass it with a casual word: Maria Alacoque (monaca francese, 164

‘He is in Melbourne now.

1690, che aveva avuto visioni del Sacro
Cuore di Gest1).
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She had consented to go away, to leave her home. Was that wise? She tried to weigh'?
ach side of the question. In her home anyway she had shelter®® and food; she had those
vhom she had known all her life about her. Of course she had to work hard, both in the
Jouse and at business. What would they say of her in the Stores'* when they found out that
he had run away with a fellow? Say's she was a fool, perhaps; and her place would be filled
1p by advertisement'S. Miss Gavan would be glad. She had always had an edge on her",
:specially whenever there were people listenng,

‘Miss Hill, don’t you see these ladies are wraiting?’

‘Look lively'®, Miss Hill, please.’

She would not cry many tears at leaving the Stores.

But in her new home, in a distant unknown country, it would not be like that. Then she
would be married — she, Eveline. People would treat her with respect then. She would not
be treated as her mother had been. Even now, though she was over nineteen, she sometimes
felt herself in danger of her father’s violence. She knew it was that that had given her the
palpitations. When they were growing up he had never gone for her', like he used to go
for Harry and Ernest, because she was a girl; but latterly*® he had begun to threaten her and
say what he would do to her only for her dead mother’s sake™. And now she had nobody
to protect her. Ernest was dead and Harry, who was in the church decorating business®,
was nearly always down somewhere in the country®. Besides, the invariable squabble** for
money on Saturday nights had begun to weary her unspeakably. She always gave her entire
wages — seven shillings — and Harry always sent up what he could, but the trouble was to
get any money from her father. He said she used to squander® the money, that she had no
head, that he wasn’t going to give her his hard-earned money to throw about the streets,
and much more, for he was usually fairly bad® on Saturday night. In the end he would give
her the money and ask her had she any intention of buying Sunday’s dinner. Then she had
to rush out?” as quickly as she could and do her marketing®®, holding her black leather purse
tightly in her hand as she elbowed her way® through the crowds and returning home late
under her load of provisions®. She had hard work to keep the house together and to see that
the two young children who had been left to her charge went to school regularly and got
their meals regularly. It was hard work — a hard life — but now that she was about to leave it
she did not find it a wholly undesirable life.

She was about to explore another life with Frank. Frank was very kind, manly, open-
hearted. She was to go away with him by the night-boat to be his wife and to live with him
in Buenos Ayres, where he had a home waiting for her. How well she remembered the first
time she had seen him; he was lodging®' in a house on the main road where she used to
visit. It seemed a few weeks ago. He was standing at the gate, his peaked cap pushed back®
on his head and his hair tumbled forward over a face of bronze®. Then they had come to
know each other. He used to meet her outside the Stores every evening and see her home.
He took her to see The Bohemian Girl** and she felt elated® as she sat in an unaccustomed*
part of the theatre with him. He was awfully fond of music and sang a little. People knew
that they were courting”, and, when he sang about the lass3® that loves a sailor, she always
felt pleasantly confused. He used to call her Poppens out of fun®. First of all, it had been
an excitement for her to have a fellow and then she had begun to like him. He had tales of
distant countries. He had started as a deck boy at a pound a month on a ship of the Allan
Line* going out to Canada. He told her the names of the ships he had been on and the
names of the different services. He had sailed through the Straits of Magellan and he told
her stories of the terrible Patagonians. He had fallen on his feet* in Buenos Ayres, he said,
and had come over to the old country just for a holiday. Of course, her father had found out

™ X P (/Q\T\ r\i 1\
QAL ngu,uj& o

v " \ ‘ g
% 0440 L(ZD %@H Ho\)

(MU R erer

D leatiy

12 She tried to weigh. Cercava di valutare.

13 shelter. Protezione.

14 the Stores. Il negozio in cui Eveline
lavorava.

15 Say. Avrebbero detto.

16 would ... advertisement. Sarebbe stato

rimpiazzato grazie a un annuncio.

17 She had ... her. Si era sempre sentita

superiore a lei.

18 Look lively. Si muova.

19 When ... her. Quando erano piccoli, non
se l'era mai presa con lei.

20 latterly. Poi.

21 for her ... sake. Per la memoria di sua
madre.

22 was in ... business. Lavorava come
decoratore di chiese.

23 down ... country. Da qualche parte del
Paese (fuori da Dublino).

24 invariable squabble. Eterne discussioni.

25 to squander. Dilapidare.

26 fairly bad. Messo piuttosto male (ciog
ubriaco).

27 to rush out. Precipitarsi fuori.

28 and do her marketing. A fare la spesa.

29 she elbowed her way. Si apriva un varco.

30 load of provisions. Carico di provviste.

31 he was lodging. Alloggiava.

32 his ... back. Il suo cappello con visiera
tirato indietro.

33 his hair ... bronze. I capelli che
ricadevano sul volto abbronzato.

34 The Bohemian Girl. Opera in tre atti del
compositore irlandese Michael William
Balfe (1808-1870).

35 she felt elated. Si senti felice.

36 unaccustomed. Non abituale.

37 they were courting, Uscivano insieme.

38 the lass. La ragazza.

39 Poppens out of fun. Bambolina tanto
per ridere.

40 Allan Line. Compagnia di navigazione
che aveva sede a Liverpool.

41 He ... feet. Gli era andata bene.
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the affair and had forbidden her to have anything to say to
him.
1 know these sailor chaps; he said.

One day he had quarrelled with Frank, and after that she
had to meet her lover secretly.

The evening deepened® in the avenue. The white of two
Jetters in her lap® grew indistinct. One was to Harry; the
other was to her father. Ernest had been her favourite, but
she liked Harry too. Her father was becoming old lately, she
noticed; he would miss her. Sometimes he could be very
nice. Not long before, when she had been laid up* for a day,
he had read her out a ghost story and made toast* for her at
the fire. Another day, when their mother was alive, they had
all gone for a picnic to the Hill of Howth. She remembered
her father putting on her mother’s bonnet* to make the
children laugh.

Her time was running out, but she continued to sit by the
window, leaning her head against the window curtain, inhaling the odour of dusty cretonne.
Down far in the avenue she could hear a street organ playing. She knew the air. Strange that
it should come that very night to remind her of the promise to her mother, her promise to
keep the home together aslong as she could. She remembered the last night of her mother’s
illness; she was again in the close, dark room at the other side of the hall and outside she
heard a melancholy air of Italy. The organ-player had been ordered to go away and given
sixpence. She remembered her father strutting back? into the sick-room saying:

‘Damned Italians®! coming over here!”

As she mused*® the pitiful vision of her mother’s life laid its spell on the very quick of her
being® - that life of commonplace®! sacrifices closing in final craziness. She trembled as she
heard again her mother’s voice saying constantly with foolish insistence:

‘Derevaun Seraun’?! Derevaun Seraun!’

She stood up in a sudden impulse of terror. Escape! She must escape! Frank would save
her. He would give her life, perhaps love, too. But she wanted to live. Why should she be
unhappy? She had a right to happiness. Frank would take her in his arms, fold her in his

arms. He would save her.

She stood among the swaying® crowd in the station at the North Wall**, He held her
hand and she knew that he was speaking to her, saying something about the passage over
and over again. The station was full of soldiers with brown baggages. Through the wide
doors of the shedss® she caught a glimpse of * the black mass of the boat, lying in beside the
quay wall¥’; with illumined portholes®®. She answered nothing. She felt her cheek pale and
cold and, out of a maze of distress®, she prayed to God to direct her, to show her what was
her duty. The boat blew a long mournful whistle®® into the mist. If she went, tomorrow she
would be on the sea with Frank, steaming®' towards Buenos Ayres. Their passage had been
booked. Could she still draw back after all he had done for her? Her distress awoke a nausea
in her body and she kept moving her lips in silent fervent prayer.

Abell clanged® upon her heart. She felt him seize her hand:

‘Come!’

All the seas of the world tumbled about® her heart. He was drawing her into them: he
would drown her. She gripped with both hands at the iron railing.

1. Carl Holsee, Waiting by the Wi
1920. Private collection.

42 deepened. Si infittiva.
43 lap. Grembo.
44 she ... up. Erarimasta a letto amr
45 made toast. Abbrustolito il pane.
46 bonnet. Cappellino.
47 strutting back. Rientrare impetti
48 Damned Italians, Dannati italian
(Vimprecazione del padre suona.
una presa in giro poiché I'immigr
italiana in Irlanda era modesta).
49 she mused. Meditava.
50 laid ... being, Tesseva un incant(
suo intimo.
51 commonplace. Banali.
52 Derevaun Seraun, La fine del pi
dolore (frase in gaelico).
53 swaying. Ondeggiante.
54 North Wall, La stazione di Nort
(sul fiume Liffey).
55 sheds, Capanni.
56 she caught a glimpse of. Intravi
§7 quay wall. Murata della banchir
58 portholes. Oblo.
59 out of a maze of distress. In un
di angoscia.
60 mournful whistle. Sibilo Jamer.
61 steaming. Diretta (lett.: navigan
vapore).
62 clanged. Risuono.
63 tumbled about. Si abbatterono
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‘Come!’

64 clutched ... frenzy. Afferrarono
con impeto la ringhiera.

No! No! No! It was impossible. Her hands clutched the iron in frenzy®*. Amid the seas

she sent a cry of anguish.
‘Eveline! Evvy!’

He rushed beyond the barrier and called to her to follow. He was shouted at to go on, but
he still called to her. She set her white face to him, passive, like a helpless animal. Her eyes

gave him no sign of love or farewell or recognition.

UICK READ

:; READ the short story quickly. Which two different places is it set in?

]

w

-LOSE READ

?’ READ the short story again and answer the questions.

L}

W O NGO A NN T

What could Frank offer her?

10 What happened when Eveline was on the quayside?
11 How did she suddenly see Frank?
12 What did she understand about her affections?

ANALYSIS

What was Eveline doing by the window?
What did she use to do in the field?
How had the area around her house changed over time?

Did Eveline think she would regret leaving her workplace?

How had her relationship with her father changed since her mother’s death?
Who were Ernest and Harry? What had happened to them?
Who was Frank? What was his job?

What made Eveline remember the promise made to her mother?

& FOCUS on the character of Eveline and do the following activities.

wh

1 Read the text below and use the word given in capitals at the end of some of
the lines to form a word that fits in the gap in the same line.

F N =1 4 D R in medias res, the whole short

story is told by a third-person narrator, who adopts Eveline’s

point of view. The character of Eveline is not introduced in a

(2.5 N ae——————— way. The short story does not provide

or education.
and paralysis as she

information about her physical (3)

Her tiredness is linked to (4) ..
does not move or take action in the story. Therefore, the

(€D can infer what kind of girl she is through the
pieces of information described in the (6)

thoughts.

2 Most of the story takes place in Eveline’s mind; however, her thoughts are not
arranged in chronological order and they wander from past to present and
future. Complete the table with her most important thoughts.

of her

OPEN

TRADITION
APPEAR
STILL

ReE

READ
DEVELOP

Past

Present

Future

3 Say what the ties to the past create in Eveline.
Explain the epiphany in lines 91-107.
5 Focus on the last part of the story. What feelings overwhelm Eveline? When

EN

does she undergo a change?

/’g"\ ANALYSE the language.
“(z‘d
Find the two oxymora in lines

66-68 and explain their meaning.

2 Find the two metaphors and the
simile used in the last part of the
short story. What do they reveal
about Eveline?

COMMUNICATION

&7 IN GROUPS. What if the street

// organ had given Eveline a
different revelation? Rewrite lines
91-107 and replace the Celtic saying
spoken by Eveline’s mother with the
following aphorism.

‘Always carpe diem, my darling.
Follow your heart no matter how hard
life might seem to you. Remember
you only live once!

) THINK about the pros and cons
) of Eveline’s decision to leave her
home country. Then write a 300-
word for-vs-against essay.

LINK TO TODAY

@jﬁ DISCUSS. How do you make

4/ important life choices? Do they
trouble you or are you used to
choosing quickly and by yourself?
Do you ask for advice?
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Edward Morgan Forster (1879-1970) xL

Novelist, essayist and critic, Edward Morgan Forster was born on
1 January 1879 in London. He attended Tonbridge School, where he wag
deeply unhappy, and then went to King's College, Cambridge, where he
found intellectual freedom and friends. After university he travelled for
ayear in Italy and went on a cruise to Greece. These experiences and
his observation of English tourists abroad provided material for some
of his later works. Returning to England he devoted himself to writing,
contributing to the Independent Review, founded by friends from
Cambridge. In 1905 he published his first novel Where Angels Fear to
Tread. He continued to publish short stories and novels. Forster wrote in
a free, colloquial style, breaking with the traditions of 19t-century prose.
His works contain social comment based on his observations of middle-
class behaviour, 1908 saw the publication of A Room with a View, a witty,
critical observation of snobbish, cultured English tourists in Florence
shaken by contact with the liberating vision of Mediterranean life.
Forster's first real success came with Howards End (1910). He travelled
in India in 1912-13 and in 1915 worked for the Red Cross in Alexandria,
Egypt. He returned to India in 1921-22 and in 1922-24 completed A Passage to India, which was

| to be his last novel. Forster devoted the rest of his life to literary activities; he campaigned against
! f censorship and was a witness for the defence in the famous trial of the publishers of Lawrence’s
{‘«% : Lady Chatterley’s Lover in 1960. He produced essays, short stories, biographies and travel books.

1

Forster died on 7 June 1970.

i 'BETWEEN MODERNISM-AND-TRABFHON %"\
' : Forster was a writer who stood between Modernism and tradition. Like Modernist intellectuals
he rejected Victorian moralism.and used his novels to tackle controversial issues such as
| %imperialism, colonialism, homosexuality and discrimination. Unlike Modernist writers, however,
I he did not experiment with style: his narrative technique was refined and based on the central
| 1 role played by ‘plot’. But Forster’s style is only apparently traditional: he was a master in using
’ multiple-perspectives and many of his novels are characterised by the presence of the third-
i person narrator, but also by a constant focus on the single characters’ viewpoint. His language is

humorous and ironic.
e e ey et

A Passage to India (1924) xV

Al PLOT .

Forster’s great novel, A Passage to India, analyses the conflict between the dominant British society
Hl in India and its prejudices and its failure to understand Indian society. Criticised at the time for

' being ‘anti-British’ the novel is acclaimed as a fascinating study of the people of one race by a
writer of another ethnic group. The novel is in three parts and tells the story of a young Muslim
doctor, Aziz, whose initial friendship and respect for the British will be transformed into bitterness
Aziz is wrongly accused of insulting a young English girl, Adela Quested, on a visit to the Marabar
Caves. Aziz is sent to prison and faces trial but Adela withdraws her accusation. Aziz abandons the
. ‘ British community and moves to a job in a native state. In a meeting with his former friend, Mr

i Fielding, the former Principal of the Government school, Aziz reflects on the future of India and

‘ tells Fielding that they can only be friends when the British are driven out of India.
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Edward Morgan Forster - A Passage to India

THE EFFECTS OF COLONISATION IN INDIA L
Set in colonial India during the time of British domination, A Passage to India explores the atrocities
perpetrated by the British in India, the difficulties Indians had to face to let their own culture and
language emerge and survive under the British domination, the British attempt to impose their
own culture and power over a state which did not belong to them, and the cultural and social
stigma that British colonisers imposed on the Indians simply because they were not British.

If we consider the historical context it depicts and draws inspiration from, Forster's A Passage

to India is an acute, eyewitness representation of the double process of colonisation: the novel
analyses both how th_e,British imposed their power on colonies and how the colonies were

subjugated by an external authority which deprived them of their identity and dignity.

THE COMPLEXITY OF INTERCULTURAL ENCOUNTERS

Forster's novel is centred around one overarching theme: the complexity of the encounter
between cultures, especially in an environment dominated by colonialism. Forster is very
critical towards the British and their belief in what Kipling defined as ‘white man’s burden’, a
phrase meaning the idea that the British had the right and the moral duty to bring European
civilisation to non-European (and therefore perceived as primitive) cultures. The novel

suggests a very pessimistic idea about intercultural encounter
impossibility for different cultures of finding a real dialogue. Th

s because it depicts the actual

e East and the West represent

two incommiensurably distant places and cultures, which in the novel fail to reconcile. The

theme of the incommunicability and of the clash between cultures

& A
is one of the great elements

of modernity of Forster’s novel, which thus anticipates some of the most urgent themes of the
modern, and especially of the contemporary, world.

1. Complete the summarising text with the words below.

1905 - and perhaps greatest - British colonial dominance - controversial themes -
: Howards End - Italy and Greece

)

After his studies Forster travelled in 1.

, experiences which provided him

with material for his writing. His first novel, Where Angels Fear to Tread (2.
was followed by A Room with a View, a witty observation of English tourists in Italy and by his
first great success, 3. . His last 4. novel,

A Passage to India, was inspired by his visits to India.
Forster may be considered modern in his choice of 5.
use of central plot make him appear more traditional.

Forster's social and moral conscience emerged in his critical view of the.6.

)

... while his style and

in India and in his active defence of D.H. Lawrence’s banned novel, Lady Chatterley’s Lover.
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You're superior to

them: (battuta di
Mrs Turton)
lingo: parlata
locale

Why, fancy: Ma
pensa

onlookers:
astanti
westernized:
occidentalizzate

1. Whatis the most powerful means of
communication among people with different ‘
cultural backgrounds? Choose among the following
and give reasons for your choice. Then share your
ideas with the rest of the class.
a language(s)

b gestures

c silence
d facial expressions
e

other (specify)

The passage you are going to read describes the encounter betwéen a group of English
ladies and a group of Indian ladies: in spite of their efforts, the ladies fail to communicate
with one another because of the huge cultural clash existing between them.

‘Do kindly tell us who these ladies are,” asked Mrs Moore. ‘You're superior to them?, anyway.
Don't forget that. You're superior to every one in India except one or two of the Ranis, and
they're on an equality.” Advancing, she shook hands with the group and said a few words of
VJ_e__ng_I}_lgiI_l_U_rgi She had learned the lingo? but only ta speak to her servants, so she knew
5 none of the politer forms, and of the verbs only the imperative mood. As soon as her speech
was over, she inquired of her companions, ‘Is that what you wanted? ‘Please tell these ladies
that I wish we could speak their language, but we have only just come to their country.’
‘Perhaps we speak yours a little,’ one of the ladies said. “Why, fancy?, she understands!’ said M
Turton. ‘Eastbourne, Piccadilly, High Park Corner,’ said another of the ladies. ‘Oh yes, they're
10[ English-speaking.” ‘But now we can talk; how delightful”’ cried Adela, her face lighting up. ‘Sh
knows Paris also,’ called one of the onlookers®. ‘They pass Paris on the way, no doubt,’ said M
Turton, as if she was describing the movements of migratory birds. Her manner had grown
more distant since she had discovered that some of the group was westernized®, and might
apply her own standards to her. ‘The shorter lady, she is my wife, she is Mrs Bhattacharya,’
15 the onlooker explained. ‘The taller lady, she is my sister, she is Mrs Daé.’ The shorter and the
taller ladies both adjusted their saris, and smiled. There was a curious uncertainty about thei
gestures, as if they sought for a new formula which neijther East nor West could provide. Whe
Mrs Bhattacharya’s husband spoke, she turned away from him, but she did not mind seeing
the other men. Indeed, all the ladies were uncertain, cowering, recovering, giggling, making
20 tiny gestures of atonement or despair at all that was said, and alternately fondling the terrier
or shrinking from him. Miss Quested now had her desired opportunity; friendly Indians werc
before her, and she tried to make them talk, but she failed, she strove in vain against the
echoing walls of their civility. Whatever she said produced a murmur of deprecation, varying
into a murmur of concern when she dropped her pocket-handkerchief.

2. Read the text and answer the following questions.
1 How many people are involved in this scene?
2 Who are the ‘ladies’ Mrs Moore refers to at the beginning of the passage?
3 Who are the participants in the conversation?
4 Do the Indian ladies talk?
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3. Define the kind of narrator used by Forster in this passage. 3“ peSen
4. What does Mrs Turton think of Indian people? Make reference to the text.

Edward Morgan Forster - A Passage to India

5. Does Mrs Turton speak the natives' language? How? Justify your answer by refefring to the text. k1€—5
6. What do Mrs Moore and Adela think of the Indian ladies? —
7. Focus on Mrs Turton’s comment, ‘They pass Paris on the way...". f

a What does Mrs Turton compare the natives with?
b What does this sentence show about her attitude towards the natives?

8. Underline the expressions describing the reactions of the Indian ladies. What is unusual about -
them? Choose the correct option.

%
|
a They reveal a lack of understanding. ‘ ]1
b They are different from the ones a Western woman would have in a similar context. |
¢ They show the Indian women are dull. }

9. Use the answers to the questions above to summarise the content of the passage in a short text. |

!

RERETATI AN e ———

10. What does Mrs Turton’s comment ‘Why, fancy, she understands!’ reveal about her? Write your
opinion in one sentence.

11. Why doesn’t Miss Quested manage to establish a relationship with the Indian ladies?

12. We live in a world in which the constant mobility of people makes it possible for cultures to mix. ik
However, it cannot be denied that intercultural encounters often lead to incomprehension and 1
division. Do you think intercultural encounters are a positive means to overcome divisions or do ‘
you think they are dangerous instruments that produce incomprehension and prejudices? Discuss
with your classmates.

13. Indian words in modern English: Mrs Turton has learried the ‘lingo’ (in this case Urdu). ‘Lingo’ is
defined as ‘a foreign language or dialect (often humorous)’ and indicates a certain lack of respect
for languages other than English. The English language has always adopted words from other
languages and the English presence in India brought many words into the language. These words
come from Urdu and Hindi but often have older origins in languages like Persian and Sanskrit. !
Look at the modern usage of the words (1-8) and match them to their original meanings (a-h). ‘

1 avatar: an icon or figure representing a particular person in a computer game, Internet forum,
etc.

2 bandana: a large coloured handkerchief, typically with white spots, worn tied around the head
or neck

3 bungalow: a low house with only one storey
4 guru: an influential teacher or popular expert

5 jungle: an area of land overgrown with dense forest and tangled vegetation, typically in the

tropics | |
6 pyjamas: a loose-fitting jacket and trousers for sleeping in LS *
7 typhoon: a tropical storm in the region of the Indian or western Pacific oceans % ,é ;
8 shampoo: a liquid preparation for washing the hair i ;Fk

a ‘massage’ or ‘press' (part of the
bathing process)

forest, wilderness
leg garments

b (a house) in the Bengali style
c (to)tie
d descent of a deity from heaven

storm

5 0a ~h ™

teacher or priest
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John Steinbeck was born to a
modest family in 1902 in Salinas,

| California. As a young boy, he
would lock himself in his bedroom
to write poems and stories. In 1919
he enrolled at Stanford University, but he dropped out
without a degree in 1925 and moved to New York City.
There he supported himself as a construction worker P i@ , Tom Joad is on his way back
and newspaper reporter. He then returned to California, home and comes across Jim Casy, a former preacher.
where he found a job as a caretaker at a Lake Tahoe i | Casy accompames Tom to the Joads’ farm but they

| | The Grapes of Wrath opens with the description

. ofthe duststorms in Oklahoma in. the 1930s. and-
x;evolves around a family of (1) T AR MRS

the Joads: Grandpa and Grandma, Pa and Ma and
i their six children, Noah, Tom, Rose of Sharon, Al |
{ Ruthie and Winfield. After serving a sentence in the
Oklahoma state Bgmtentxary for killing a man in

a
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the Joads on their hard trip (4) ...... i
| during which Grandpa and Grandma Joad die, and
Noah runs away as they approach the Cahforma line.

the course of his career, often dealing with social and
. economic issues. His best-known works include the
| novella Of Mice and Men (1937), and the novels The

| Grapes of Wrath (1939), which won a Pulitzer Prize | | When they finallymove intoa:(5) FEr. . i bl e
and a National Book Award, and East of Eden (1952). P they discover that it is almost impossible to ﬁnd
Steinbeck served as a war correspondent for the New }’ | ajob. A contractor offers fruit-picking work in

L1 N
estate and officially started his writing career. Steinbeck %g | findit (3) L/“Hu ..................... because the family has
was a prolific writer: he wrote thirty-one books in | | left for California to Took for work. They eventually join
§ iy
B

York Herald-Tribune during World War II, and he was E | another county but when they ask him for his i
. awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1962. He G () [ET————— , there is a fight. Tom escapes
married three times and had two sons. He died of heart | and Casy gives himself up in his place. Rose of Sharon,
. disease in 1968, at his home in New York City. | | whois pregnant, is abandoned by her husband. The ;

msse—— ol Joads move to a different camp, where Tom finds work,

. When the work runs out, they reach a large farm where |
H /| READ the biography of John Steinbeck and complete i workers are protesting agalnst @2 T 4
il the factfile.

and exploitation. One mght Tom goes looking for the
| protesters and finds that Casy is their leader. Deputies

TR 3 SR A 5 EEERE T S e

FACTFILE }i who had been looking for Casy find them, and during
John Steinbeck } the following (8) .....mmmmmeiummn Casyiskilledand |
B T U S P ——— . Tom kills a deputy. Tom escapes and hides nearby. Ma :
PSR =16 [ B lor=1 1@ ] o PSRN PR PO i finds him and they have their last conversation before ]
o JOb EXPerienCe: ... e IR T3 oY N o) —— Casy’s dream of
o Best-known novels: ..

organising the workers. The rainy season begins and
Rose of Sharon gives birth to a dead baby boy. The

i Joads walk in the rain until they reach a barn, where
they find a boy and his (10) i

. Rose of Sharon feeds the man with the milk from her
breasts.

i\ k O J\\ O\ Ag/\,u,ayr{/m%ﬁ\{ (f/%w%ﬂé{}ﬁd (u_ﬂjﬂf&/ g p«ep(.ul\,\ 2.
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The term ‘wrath’, meaning extreme
anger, comes from a line in a famous
American abolitionist patriotic song,
in which God’s wrath brings justice
where ruin has been inflicted over
the land and its people. The ‘grapes’
symbolise the promised land of
California, which turns out to be a
disappointment. This is why the
grapes of hope become the grapes of
wrath.

RS R N

1. A scene from the film The Grapes of Wrath
(1940) directed by John Ford.

1

2

3

260

READ about The Grapes of Wrath and

answer the questions.

Where did Steinbeck get his inspiration

for the title of the novel?

What ideal do Tom Joad and Jim Casy

share?

What historical event does Steinbeck
document in the novel?

What is the way out of hunger and
poverty, according to Steinbeck?
What is the narrative structure of the
book?

Tom Joad and Jim Casy are the two most important characters. They
are both deeply changed by the course of events. Jim Casy is a former
preacher who realises that Christian faith is no longer able to help

man’s distressing situation. He embraces the Transcendental view that
every man’s soul is part of the greater soul of all living things. No one

can achieve wholeness alone but only by devoting themselves to other
human beings. Casy works to help men coordinate to get better wages,
organises a strike, and is finally murdered for his role. Tom shares Casy’s
ideals and takes up his mission. He decides that he cannot stand the |
injustice of the world, and risks his life to organise the migrants and
enable them to regain respect and dlgmty
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The novel portrays the horrors of the Great Depression.

It uses the traditional American device of the journey

as a quest for a better land, to deal with social injustice.
Steinbeck documents the social and economic hardship
experienced by the Oklahoma farming migrants
during the Dust Bowl (& 10.1). They travelled the
highways towards the fruit fields of California looking

for a better life, and suffered horribly when the promised
land turned out to be very different from the expected
dream. California is corrupt and tyrannical. Its inhabitants
abuse these newcomers, calling them ‘Okies’, and want to
exploit their labour as much as possible. Steinbeck shows i
how the endless suffering transforms the migrants’ initial
distress to discontent, from discontent to hopelessness,
and from hopelessness to rage. Steinbeck insists that the
only way to solve poverty and hunger is through a sense
of brotherhood and working towards common goals.

e e

i 7 {;.
The story is told by an anonymous narrator in a colloquial style. It
does not have a traditional structure. There are alternating chapters,
called ‘inter-chapters’: the even ones are narrative, dealing with
the Joad family, while the odd ones contain general comments or
information and reinforce the concepts of the main narrative. There are
shifts between different points of view and, as a whole, the characters
are described from the outside with little psychological insight.
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) Global depression

John Steinbeck
| The Grapes of Wrath (1939)
| Chapter 29

A | @ 7s

WORDS IN CONTEXT

| 12) FORM adjectives from the nouns. Then say if the
j 4. words express positive or negative feelings.

|
|

WARM-UP

LOOK at the title of the text.
What themes do you expect
to find in the extract you are

relief 3 pity 5 distaste
going to read? |

i 2 anger 4 fear

The following text describes the appalling conditions of the hungry migrants from Oklahoma
who cannot find a job and cannot get government relief.

Over the high coast mountains and over the valleys the gray clouds marched in from the
ocean. The wind blew fiercely and silently, high in the air, and it swished in the brush’, and
it roared in the forests. The clouds came in brokenly, in puffs, in folds, in gray crags’; and
they piled in together and settled low over the west. And then the wind stopped and left
the clouds deep and solid. The rain began with gusty showers?, pauses and downpours®;
small drops and a steady beat’, rain that
was gray to see through, rain that cut midday light to evening. And at first the dry earth
sucked the moisture down and blackened. For two days the earth drank the rain, until the
earth was full. Then puddles® formed, and in the low places little lakes formed in the fields.
The muddy lakes rose higher, and the steady rain whipped’ the shining water. At last the
mountains were full, and the hillsides spilled® into the streams, built them to freshets’, and
sent them roaring down the canyons into the valleys. The rain beat on steadily. And the

1

and then gradually it settled toa single tempo,

SR

streams and the little rivers edged up to the bank sides'® and worked at willows'" and tree
roots, bent the willows deep in the current, cut out the roots of cottonwoods and brought
down the trees. The muddy water whirled'* along the bank sides and crept up®® the banks
until at last it spilled over™, into the fields, into the orchards®, into the cotton patches'®
where the black stems'”stood. Level fields became lakes, broad and gray, and the rain
whipped up the surfaces. Then the water poured over the highways, and cars moved slowly,
cutting the water ahead, and leaving a boiling muddy wake'® behind. The earth whispered
under the beat of the rain, and the streams thundered under the churning® freshets.

When the first rain started, the migrant people huddled® in their tents, sayir g, It'll soon
be over, and asking, How long’s it likely to go on?

And when the puddles formed, the men went out in the rain with shovels® and built
little dikes® around the tents. The beating rain worked at the canvas until it penetrated and
sent streams down. And then the little dikes washed out and the water came inside, and the
streams wet the beds and the blankets. The people sat in wet clothes. They set up boxes and
put planks® on the boxes. Then, day and night, they sat on the planks. .

e

(&)

13 crept up. Sali lentamente.

14 it spilled over. Straripo.

15 orchards. Frutteti.

16 the cotton patches. Gli appezzamenti
coltivati a cotone.

17 stems. Steli.

18 muddy wake. Scia di fango.

it swished in the brush. Sibilo nel
sottobosco.

crags. Picchi.

gusty showers. Piogge a raffiche.

whipped. Sferzo.

spilled. Si rovesciarono.

freshets. Torrentelli.

edged ... sides. Salirono lentamente
verso le sponde.

11 willows. Salici piangenti.

12 whirled. Fece vortici.

=0 ® 3

0
downpours. Scrosci.

a steady beat. Un rumore regolare.
puddles. Pozzanghere.
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Which seven
elements of nature
are mentioned?

How did the rain
come down?

What did the rise
in the water level
cause?

. What did the

water do to the
vegetation?

Where did the
migrants gather?

Did they live

in comfortable
conditions? Why
or why not?

19 churning. Spumeggianti.

20 huddled. Si strinsero insieme.
21 shovels. Badili.

22 dikes. Fossati.

23 planks. Assi.
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Beside the tents the old cars stood, and water fouled the ignition wires and water fouled
the carburetors®. The little gray tents stood in lakes. And at last the people had to move.
30 Then the cars wouldn’t start because the wires were shorted®; and if the engines would migrants have

7 What did the

to do?

run, deep mud engulfed the wheels?. And the people waded away?”, carrying their wet
blankets in their arms. They splashed along, carrying the children, carrying the very old, in
their arms. And if a barn® stood on high ground, it was filled with people, shivering®and
hopeless.
35 Then some went to the relief offices®, and they came sadly back to their own people.
They’s* rules — you got to be here a year before you can git**relief. They say the gov'ment =———¢=8 What did the relief
is gonna help. They don’t know when. —J o fices tell the
And gradually the greatest terror of all came along. migrants?
They ain’t gonna be no kinda* work for three months. 9 How long did the
40 In the barns, the people sat huddled together; and the terror came over them, and their ;Z’g” avrvm /fsxzr
faces were gray with terror. The children cried with hunger, and there was no food. i g - p(/);y o d?e
Then the sickness came, pneumonia, and measles® that went to the eyes and to the
mastoids®. from hunger?
And the rain fell steadily, and the water flowed over the highways, for the culverts* could
45 not carry the water.
Then from the tents, from the crowded barns, groups of sodden® men went out, their

clothes slopping rags?®, their shoes muddy pulp®. They splashed out through the water, to g'ea ¥ tth?/’;’ ten.ts?
the towns, to the country stores, to the relief offices, to beg for food, to cringe*® and beg for Sspie fhe rain:
food, to beg for relief, to try to steal, to lie. And under the begging, and under the cringing, a 12 How did the
so  hopeless anger began to smolder*'. And in the little towns pity for the sodden men changed migrants start
d t theh le changed to fear of them. Then sheriff i i sl o
to anger, and anger at the hungry people changed to fear of them. Then sheriffs swore in townspeople feel
deputies in droves*, and orders were rushed for rifles, for tear gas®, for ammunition. Then the same?

the hungry men crowded the alleys* behind the stores to beg for bread, to beg for rotting*
vegetables, to steal when they could.

24 fouled the ignition ... carburetors. 28 barn. Fienile. 35 mastoids. Mastoidi (parti delle ossa 41 smolder. Covare, apparire.
Deterior i fili di accensione e I'acqua 29 shivering. Tremanti. poste dietro I'orecchio). 42 sheriffs ... droves, Sceriffi fecero presta
deteriord i carburatori. 30 the relief offices. Gli uffici per il sussidio. ~ 36 culverts. Canali sotterranei. giuramento a orde di vicesceriffi.

25 the wires were shorted. I fili erano andati 33 They’s. They have. 37 sodden. Bagnati fradici. 43 tear gas. Gas lacrimogeno.
in corto circuito. 32 git. Get. 38 slopping rags. Pieni di fango e a 44 alleys. Vicoli.

26 deep mud ... wheels. Le ruote restavano 33 They ain’t gonna be no kinda. There isn’t brandelli. 4S rotting. Che marcivano.

impantanate nel fango. going ta be any kind of. 39 muddy pulp. Fangose e ridotte male.

27 waded away. Si facevano strada a stento. 34 measles. Morbillo. 40 cringe. Rannicchiarsi.

10Did they only suffer

11 Why did some men
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2, 5cenes from the film The Grapes of

{Wfam (1940) directed by John Ford.
3. A poster of the film The Grapes of
Wrath (1940) directed by John Ford.
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13 What was the
difference between
doctors and
coroners?

55 Frantic men pounded on* the doors of the doctors; and the doctors were busy. And sad
men left word at country stores for the coroner* to send a car. The coroners were not too
busy. The coroners’ wagons backed up through the mud and took out the dead.

And the rain pattered relentlessly*® down, and the streams broke their banks and spread
out over the country.

60 Huddled under sheds®, lying in wet hay®, the hunger and the fear bred anger. Then boys j 14 Why were new

.

went out, not to beg, but to steal; and men went out weakly, to try to steal. deputies sworn in?
The sheriffs swore in new deputies and ordered new rifles; and the comfortable people in
tight*! houses felt pity at first, and then distaste, and finally hatred for the migrant people.
In the wet hay of leaking®? barns babies were born to women who panted with
65 pneumonia. And old people curled up* in corners and died that way, so that the coroners
could not straighten®* them. At night the frantic men walked boldly to hen roosts** and
carried off the squawking® chickens. If they were shot at, they did not run, but splashed
sullenly away*’; and if they were hit, they sank tiredly in the mud.
The rain stopped. On the fields the water stood, reflecting the gray sky, and the land = 15 What dlidl the
70 whispered with moving water. And the men came out of the barns, out of the sheds. They migrants do as soo
squatted on their hams® and looked out over the flooded land. And they were silent. And o e el SSopRED
sometimes they talked very quietly.

No work till spring. No work. e |65 \What did they ther
And if no work — no money, no food. ; ia/’sﬁ‘ 5;7?0' how dic
; ; . ey feel;
75 Fella%® had a team of horses, had to use ‘em to plow an’ cultivate an’ mow®, wouldn’ think
a turnin’ ’em out to starve when they wasn’t workin’
Them’s horses — we’re men.
The women watched the men, watched to see whether the break had come at last. The
women stood silently and watched. And where a number of men gathered together, the fear
8o  went from their faces, and anger took its place. And the women sighed with relief, for they =~ 17 Why did the wome
knew it was all right — the break had not come; and the break would never come as long as : th/rl;lt(?anger was all
right:
fear could turn to wrath®. emmec?
46 Frantic men pounded on. Uomini sosta. l 54 straighten. Raddrizzare. 58 They squatted on their hams. Si
sconvolti battevano. 49 sheds. Ripari. 55 henroosts. Pollai. sedevano sui talloni (si accosciavano).
47 coroner. Medico legale (funzionario 50 wet hay. Fieno bagnato. 56 squawking. Che emettevano grida 59 Fella. Uomo.
incaricato delle indagini sui casi di morte 51 tight. Solide. rauche. 60 mow. Mietere.
violenta, improvvisa o sospetta). 52 leaking. Gocciolanti. 57 splashed sullenly away. Sguazzavano via 61 wrath. Collera, ira.

48 pattered relentlessly. Picchiettava senza 53 lentamente.

curled up. Si rannicchiavano.

2t
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